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INDUCTIVE STUDY OF THE FOUNDING OF THE 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH, 

This new course of Inductive Studies is the Fourth in the 
English New Testament Department of the American Insti- 
tute of Sacred Literature. It will be prepared by Mr. C. W. 
Votaw, and will begin appearance in the January issue of the 
Student. The design of the Course is to present in a 
scholarly, complete and organized form, the entire history 
of the Christian Church in its first era, from the year 30 A. D., 
when Christ withdrew from his visible connection with it, 
until the year 100 A. D., when the activity of the original 
Apostles came to a close. Every element of the New Testa- 
ment Scriptures which throws light upon these 70 years of 
the Church will be made to contribute to the study. In the 
main, the external history — the outward conditions and cir- 
cumstances, are presented by the Book of Acts; while the 
internal characteristics of life, growth and teaching, are set 
forth in the twenty-two New Testament Epistles (including 
the Revelation). 

The first aim of this Coxtrse is to secure to every student of 
it an exact and thorough knowledge and appreciation of the 
circumstantial history of the Church during this primitive era 
of its existence, its full significance as divinely ordered his- 
tory, and its relation to and meaning for the Christian 
Church, individually and organically, to-day. It is believed 
that earnest, sensible, immediate contact with the Christians 
of the first days, through the New Testament writings, is the 
means by which to awaken in present-day Christians the 
genuine zeal, devotion, joy and confidence in the Gospel, 
which characterized and glorified the Primitive Church. 
This is the mission to which this Course is now sincerely 
dedicated. 

It has been thought best to extend the publication of these 
Studies over two years, in view of the fact that no less time, 
on the part of the average student, will secure to him the 
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desired results. The first year will carry the history down 
through the Conference at Jerusalem, about the year 52 A. D. 
(Acts 15:35-) The first two studies of the Course will ap- 
pear in the Student for January. 

By special request of the Editor, the framework of the 
Course is herewith given : — 

THE FOUNDING OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH. 

Time: 30-100 A. D., The Primitive Era. Material; The Acts of the 
Apostles, the Epistles, and the Revelation. 

INTRODUCTION. 

Sec. I. The Historical Records to be Used. 

I. The Acts of the Apostles. II. The Epistles and the Revelation. 

Sec. 2. General Survey of the Course. 

FIRST DIVISION. PERIOD OF JEWISH CHRISTIANITY. 

Time: Five Years, 30-35 A. D. Leaders: Peter and Stephen. Material: Acts 

1 : 1 — 7 : 60. 

Sec. 3. Exaltation of Jesus Christ, t>i« Head of the Church. 

May, 30 A. D. Mt. Olivet, then Jen J^A^'. Acts i : 1-26. 

Sec. 4. Christ's Spiritual Presence with His Church, Directing its Organiza- 
tion. 

May 28th, 30 A. D. Jerusalem. Acts 2 : 1-47. 

Sec. 5. Renewed Hostility of the Jews toward the Christians. 

30-31 A. D. Jerusalem. Acts 3 : 1—4 : 31. 

Sec. 6. Property Relations and Beneficence in the Jerusalem Church. 
31-33 A. D. Jerusalem. Acts 4 : 32 — 5 : 11. 

Sec. 7. Apostolic Miracle-Working and Continued Jewish Persecution. 
32-33 A. D. Jerusalem. Acts 5 : 12-42. 

Sec. 8. Introduction of the Diaconate, as an Adaptation of the Church Or- 
ganization to the New Conditions Occasioned by Growth. 
33-34 A. D. Jerusalem. Acts 6 : 1-7. 

Sec. 9. Stephen's Career. His Defense of his Doctrine that the Gospel was 
Superior to, and would Pi'ee itself from, the Outward Forms of Judaism. 

34 A. D. Jerusalem. Acts 6 : 8—7 : 60. 

SECOND DIVISION. PERIOD OF GOSPEL EXPANSION. 

Time : Seventeen Years, 35-52 A. D. Leaders : Peter, James and Paul. Material : 

Acts 8 : i — 15 : 35. 

Sec. 10. First Extension of Organized Christianity beyond Jerusalem. 

35 A. D. Samaria and elsewhere. Acts 8 : 1-40. 



1891] the Christian Church. 355 

Sec. II. The Conversion of Paul from Judaism to Christianity. 
35 A. D. Damascus. Acts 9 : 1-190 ; cf . 22 : &-16, 26 : 13-18. 

Sec. 12. Paul's Early Christian Activity. 

35-38 A. D. Damascus, Arabia, Jerusalem, Cilicia. Acts 9 : 19^31 ; cf. Gal. i : 17-18. 

Sec. 13. Peter's Tour of Visitation to the Palestinian Churches. 
39-40 A. D. Circuit through Palestine. Acts 9 : 32-43. 

Sec. 14. Divine Light on the Gentile Problem— Peter Inspired to Receive 
Cornelius and his Friends, as Gentiles, to the Church. 
40-41 A. D. Joppa, then Caesarea. Acts 10 : 1-48. 

Sec. 15. Concurrence of the Jerusalem 0ewish-Christian) Church in Peter's 
Reception of the Gentiles, and in the Establishment of the Gentile-Chris- 
tian Church at Antioch. 

41-43 A. D. Jerusalem, Antioch. Acts 11 : 1-30. 

Sec. 16. Persecution of the Church by Herod. Martyrdom of the Apostle 
James and Deliverance of Peter. 
44 A. D. Jerusalem. Acts 12 : 1-25. 

Sec. 17. Paul's First Evangelizing Tour (in Asia Minor) — Its Origin, Charac- 
teristics and Results. 

45-48 A. D. Antioch, Cyprus, Asia Minor. Acts 13 : i — 14 : 28. 

Sec. 18. Joint Christian Conference at Jerusalem. Formal Affirmation by the 
Whole Church of the Freedom and Universality of the Gospel. 
52 A. D. Jerusalem. Acts 15 : 1-35. 



THIRD DIVISION. PERIOD OF GENTILE CHRISTIANITY. 

TIME: Twelve Years, 52-64 A. D. Leader; Paul. Material: Acts 16:1— 28:31. 
Ten Pauune Epistles— I. and II. Thessalonians, Galatians, I. and II. Corin- 
thians, Romans, Colossians, Philemon, Bphesians, Philippians. 

Sec. 19. The Condition of the Pagan World at the Advent of Christianity. 

Material for the study to be gathered from the Acts and from the Epistles, especi- 
ally Rom. and I. and II. Cor. ; also from histories and treatises upon the subject. 

Sec. 20. Paul's Second Evangelizing Tour. Establishment of the Christian 
Church in Eastern Europe — the Gospel versus Human Wisdom. 
52-55 A. D. Asia Minor, Macedonia, Greece. Acts 15 : 36 — j8 : 22. 

Sec. 21. Two Epistles to the Church at Thessalonica. Assurance, Instruction, 
Correction. 

54 A. D. Written from Corinth. I. and II. Thessalonians. 

Sec. 22. Paul's Third Evangelizing Tour. Confirmation of all the Churches. 
The School of Christian Instruction at Ephesus. 

55-59 A. D. Asia Minor, Ephesus, Eastern Europe. Acts 18 : 23 — 21 : 16. 

Sec. 23. The Epistle to the Galatian Churches. Paul's Defense of his 
Authority and his Teaching. 

57 A. D. Written from Ephesus. Galatians. 
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Sec. 24. The First Epistle to the Church at Corinth. Rebuke for Schism, 
Correction of Moral and Social Evils, and Doctrinal Teaching. 
58 A. D. Written from Ephesus. I. Corinthians. 

Sec. 25. The Second Epistle to the Church at Corinth. Power of the Gospel, 
and Warning against his Assailants. 

58 A. D. Written from Macedonia. II. Corinthians. 

Sec. 26. The Epistle to the Church at Rome. Systematic Exposition of the 
Pauline Theology. 

59 A. D. Written from Corinth. Romans. 

Sec. 27. Paul's Activity Interrupted through the Enmity of the Jerusalem 
Jews, and his Consequent Arrest. 
59 A. D. Jerusalem. Acts 21 : 17 — 32 : 29. 

Sec. 28. Trial of Paul before the Sanhedrin. Comparison with the Trials of 
Stephen and Christ. 

59 A. D. Jerusalem. Acts 22 : 30 — 23 : 35. 

Sec. 29. Trials before Felix and Festus. The Csesarean Imprisonment and 
the Appeal to Caesar. 

59-61 A. D. Jerusalem, then Caesarea. Acts 24 : 1—25 : 12. 

Sec. 30. The Hearing before Agrippa. Paul's Vindication of his Career and 
his Gospel. 

61 A. D. Caesarea. Acts 25 : 13 — 26 : 32. 

Sec. 31. Transfer to and Imprisonment at Rome. Two Years of Gospel 
Ministry in Chains. 

61-64 A. D. Caesarea, Melita, Rome. Acts 27 : 1—28 : 31. 

Sec. 32. The Epistles to the Colossians and Philemon. Christianity versus 
Pagan Philosophy and Practice. 

60-61 A. D. Written from Caesarea. Colossians, Philemon. 

Sec. 33. The Epistle to Ephesians. The Union between Christ and his 
Church. 

60-61 A. D. Written from Caesarea. Ephesians. 

Sec. 34. The Epistle to the Philippians. Paul's Spiritual Experiences in 
Bonds. 

63-64 A. D. Written from Rome. Philippians. 

FOURTH DIVISION. THE HOLY CATHOLIC CHURCH. 

Time: Thirty-six years, 64-100 A. D. Leader: John the Apostle. Material: 
Epistles— I. and II. Timothy, Titus, James, I. and II. Peter, Jude, Hebrews, 
Revelation, I., II. and III. John ; the Gospels, especially Luke and John. 

Sec. 35. The Two Epistles to Timothy, and the Epistle to Titus. Instruction 
in Pastoral Duties. 

65-67 A. D. Asia Minor. I. and II. Timothy, Titus. 

Sec. 36. The Catholic Epistle by James, Brother of Jesus. Exhortations to 
Higher Planes of Living. 

50-60 A. D. Probably written in Palestine for Jewish-Christians. James. 
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Sec. 37. The First Catholic Epistle of Peter. Comfort in Tribulation, with 
Practical Advice. 

54-67 A. D. Probably written from Palestine to Jewish-Christians in Asia Minor. 
I. Peter. 

Sec. 38. The Second Epistle of Peter and the Epistle of Jude. Warnings 
against Unbelievers and False Teachers. 

66-67 A. D. Probably written in Palestine for Jewish-Christians. II. Peter, Jude. 

Sec. 39. The Epistle to the Hebrews. A Plea to Judaistic Christians against 
Apostasy. 

66-67 A. D. Written from Italy to Jewish-Christians. Hebrews. 

Sec. 40. The Revelation of the Apostle John. Hope and Prophecy in Uie 
Despair and Trial of the Church. 

68 A. D. Written from Asia Minor for the whole Church. Revelation. 

Sec. 41. The Three Epistles of the Apostle John. Rebuke of Current 
Heresies. 

80-90 A. D. Written in Asia Minor. I., II. and III. John. 

Sec. 42. Contribution to the History of this Period Made by the Four Gospels, 
which during this Time were either Written or Received their Present 
Form. 

Matthew, Mark, Luke, John. 

The Course comprises fifty Studies, into which the material is divided as 
follows : — 



Study I, Sec. i. 


XI, Review. 


XXI, Review. 


XXXI, Sec. 26. 


XLI, Review. 


" II, " " 


XII, Sec. 10. 


XXII, Sec. 19. 


XXXII, " '• 


XLII, Sec 35. 


III, Sec. 2. 


XIII, Sec. II. 


XXIII, Sec. ». 


XXXIII, Sec. 27. 


XLIII, Sec. 36. 


IV, Sec. 3. 


XIV, Sees. 12, 


13. XXIV, " " 


XXXIV, Sec. 28. 


XLIV, Sec. 37. 


V, Sec. 4. 


XV, Sec. 14. 


XXV, Sec. 21. 


XXXV, Sec. 29. 


XLV, Sec. 38. 


VI, Sec. 5. 


XVI, Sec. 15. 


XXVI, Sec. 22. 


XXXVI, Sec. 30. 


XLVI, Sec. 39. 


" VII, Sec. 6. 


XVII, Sec. 16. 


XXVII, " " 


XXXVII, Sec. 31. 


XLVII, Sec. 40. 


" VIII, Sec. 7. 


XVm, Sec. 17. 


XXVIII, Sec. 23. 


XXXVIII, Sec. 32. 


XLVIII, Sec. 41. 


IX, Sec. 8. 


XIX, " " 


XXIX, Sec. 24. 


XXXIX, Sea 33. 


XLIX, Sec. 42. 


X, Sec. 9. 


XX, Sec. 18. 


XXX, Sec. 25. 


XL, Sec. 34. 


L, Review. 


The first year will present Studies I-XXI, inclusive ; the second year. Studies 


XXII-L, inclusive. 









